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Further to the Information Disclosure Statements filed May 9, 2001, June 5, 2001, January 
24, 2002, and July 7, 2004, and in accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, 1 .97, 
and 1.98, Applicants hereby bring the following information to the attention of the Examiner in 
charge of the above-identified application, which includes information cited and discussed in an 
Supplementary European Search Report issued in connection with counterpart European Application 
No. 99 91 9664, mailed July 13, 2004. A copy of the Supplementary European Search Report is 
being submitted herewith. The Examiner is invited to review the Supplementary European Search 
Report to inspect the relevance indicated during European examination with respect to the 
documents cited therein. 
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EP 0 781 7841 A, accompanied by family members U.S. PatentNos. 6,512,118, 6,617,456 
and 5,892,043; 

Patent Abstracts of Japan vol. 1999, No. 08, 30 June 1999, accompanied by family member 
JP 11-071280; and 

Patent Abstracts of Japan vol. 1999, No. 09, 30 July 1999, of which family member JP 11- 
092405 was previously submitted in the Information Disclosure statement filed May 9, 2001. 

Copies of the above-noted documents, except for Patent Abstracts of Japan, vol. 1999, No. 
09, are enclosed together with a duly completed Form PTO-1449. The Examiner is accordingly 
requested to consider each of these documents, and to make them of record in this application by 
initialing in the appropriate spaces on the Form-1449. Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner include a copy of the initialed Form PTO-1449 with the next communication from the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e), the undersigned hereby states that each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of the information disclosure statement. Of course, this statement does not apply to 
information that has previously been cited by Applicant or the Examiner in the present application as 
that information is already of record and no certification is necessary. Moreover, this statement does 
not apply to the identified U.S. Patent family members, which were submitted for the Examiner's 
convenience. 

Applicants note that this disclosure statement is being filed after first action and close of 
prosecution on the merits and close of prosecution. Therefore, a check including the amount of 
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$180.00 is enclosed. However, if the fee is deficient and/or if any additional fee is required for 
consideration of this disclosure statement, including any fee under 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p), Applicants 
hereby authorize that any required fee be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-0089. 

Any comments or questions concerning this application can be directed to the undersigned at 
the telephone number given below. 



September 22, 2004 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston,VA 20191 
(703)716-1191 
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1 Patent Abstracts of Japan vol. 1999, No. 08, 30 June 1999, for JP 1 1-71280. 
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DATE CONSIDERED 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 



